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SERVICE IN CONGRESS

MY election to Congress in 1862 was contested by Judge
Benjamin F. Thomas, who was then a Republican
member from the Norfolk district. The re-district-
ing of the State brought Thomas and Train into the same
district. I was nominated by the Republican Convention,
and Thomas then became the candidate of the " People's
Party/' and at the election he was supported by the Demo-
crats. His course in the Thirty-seventh Congress on the
various projects for compromise had alienated many Re-
publicans, and it had brought to him the support of many
Democrats. My active radicalism had alienated the con-
servative Republicans. As a consequence, my majority
reached only about 1,400 while in the subsequent elections,
1864-66-68 the majorities ranged from five to seven thou-
sand.

Among the new members who were elected to the Thirty-
eighth Congress and who attained distinction subsequently,
were Garfield, Elaine and Allison. Wilson, of Iowa, had
been in the Thirty-seventh Congress and Henry Winter
Davis had been a member at an earlier period. Mr. Conk-